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Thomas Gottschalk: These are scenes from the new movie Das Kommando. 
The agent in this movie, who has to deal with many exciting situations, is 

Lewis Collins. You know him already from the TV show called The Professionals. 
Please welcome Lewis Collins! 

 
First I should mention that we will have a simultaneous translation. This is the 

first time we have tried this, I hope it works. 
 

There are some types of agent like Sean Connery, who is James Bond – and 
Lewis is one of them – where everybody says “Yes! He is the right one!” Lewis, 

could you imagine being an agent in real life too? Someone who passed all the 

tests? 
 

Lewis Collins: Well, I do but not in the same way. I don't carry a gun with me 
all the time but I do have trouble... with some ladies. 
 

TG: Do they want the actor Lewis Collins or do they think you wear a holster in 
real life? Although it gets in the way when you're dancing. 
 

LC: They don't worry about a weapon. They love me. 
 

TG: Many teens would like to be an agent, and we have a real one who works 

for the “real German CI5”, the BKA. He will talk whilst hidden behind a shadow 
wall. It wasn't easy to get him here because his bosses are afraid that he will 

lose his cover. Behind the wall, welcome Mr X. It's no joke, he's not my uncle, 
he is a real agent. Mr X, was it your wish to be an agent as a kid and how did 

you get the job? 
 

Mr X: It was a development that grew from my work in the police. 
 

TG: You are a real policeman – you wouldn't be annoyed if I say that you are a 

policeman? 
 

Mr X: No, most of my work is police work. 
 

TG: What is your rank, what are you called? 
 

Mr X: I'm a criminal officer. 
 

TG: Criminal officer – we think more of special agent. Mr X, you have more 
authority than other policemen. Lewis Collins for example, in The Professionals 

when they had their car chases they always got a parking space. That was 
great, wherever they went there was a parking space. Did the director clear all 

the spaces? 



 

Mr X: Was that question for me? 
 

TG: No, Lewis Collins. 
 

LC: In the series The Professionals we had help from all the policemen in 
England, which was nice, and that's why we had no parking problems or got 

tickets or speed limit problems. We had the streets to ourselves and we drove 
at 110mph, which was great. 
 

TG: Yeah, Mr X, is this the same in real life? Do you have to play by the rules? 
Have you ever driven a car down a stairway? 
 

Mr X: Sure we have to play by the rules. We have no director who says “Yes, 
you can do that.” We have to drive dangerously as well but we are trained for it  

- U turns and braking at high speed... 
 

TG: That is my dream, hundreds of women nearby and all watching. You must 

have better chances. 
 

Mr X: Oh, when I do my job there are never twenty women watching. 
 

TG: Ha! After a fight they wouldn't watch me again! 
 

Lewis, a question to you as an actor of this genre, you have to do things like 

skiing, jumping on boats. Do you fall in the water sometimes? Or is it not so 
amazing in reality? 
 

LC: Yes, it is so in reality. It can be dangerous. With The Professionals, where 

not much money was involved, we had to do the stunts. In the movie we were 
very nervous when we did the stunts. I was surprised when they allowed me to 

jump on the boat. The only stuntman I got was the one who kissed Judy Davis. 
 

TG: What a shame. Mr X, does it happen that you have to dance very close 

with beauty? What does your wife say? Do you have one? 
 

Mr X: Yes, I'm married. We are officially allowed to “clear a job” and 

sometimes a woman is necessary. 
 

TG: Your wife has to say “a job is a job.” 
 

Mr X: She's got used to it. 
 

TG: Does this make you harder in your private life? 
 

Mr X: The difference is that at home my wife is the boss. 
 

TG: That keeps a hard agent calm. At home the woman is the boss. I thank 

you, Mr X, and greetings to the spies. I hope none of them were here. And 
thank you, Lewis Collins, I'm proud to have you here. Please get us both on 



camera, we would be a dream team. Does it look like a team? 
 

LC: It's great. 
 

TG: Too late. Great but too late. 
 

Thank you, and goodbye to Lewis Collins. 

 
 

 
 

 


